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By Josh Loeb

Vets and the travel industry are lobbying the government to provide clarity on whether, and how, the Pet Travel Scheme will apply after the end of the Brexit transition period on 31 December.

Their calls follow anecdotal reports from some vet practices of an increase in inquiries from clients about pet travel since the partial easing of travel restrictions related to Covid-19.

Having left the EU earlier this year with a transition period, the UK will become a 'third country' from 23:00 on 31 December.

This means it needs to apply to the European Commission to be listed for pet travel.

Defra says it has applied for 'Part 1 listed' status. If granted by the commission, UK-EU pet travel would remain largely unchanged from how it is now.

However, there are two other categories that the UK could be placed in -- 'Part 2 listed' status and 'Unlisted'. Placement in these categories would entail additional bureaucracy for owners, such as the requirement to obtain a new animal health certificate for each journey to the EU.

Defra has so far provided no indication about when it expects to hear whether it has achieved listed status, and what type. In the meantime vets have expressed concern that the clock is ticking.

Defra's advice for the public on post-Brexit pet travel states: 'To make sure your pet is able to travel from the UK to the EU from 1 January 2021, you should contact your vet at least four months before travelling to get the latest advice.'

Working back from 31 December, that means clarity from Defra is needed by 31 August at the latest so that vets can give correct advice to clients.

IVC Evidensia, the UK's largest veterinary corporate, last week revealed it was already experiencing 'significant difficulties in managing client expectations and supporting them with accurate information on future pet travel rules'.

> The current lack of certainty leaves vets and their teams in a very difficult position

Its chief veterinary adviser, John Dinsdale, told *Vet Record*: 'The current lack of certainty leaves veterinary surgeons and their teams in a very difficult position trying to navigate the three possible category scenarios that may occur in the transition period and beyond.

'In attempting to support clients with this issue, they are often wrongly accused of being profligate or uninformed when, in fact, they are doing their best for the client and their animal in order to manage all the potential scenarios. There are huge numbers of existing owners using the Pet Travel Scheme and, given the already very dynamic Covid-19 governmental advice, this will surely lead to a potentially significant risk of animals being held abroad or unable to travel when desired, a financial and welfare issue, due to misinterpretation and misunderstanding.'

Vet Ian Wright, a practice owner, said he was concerned the issue could become politicised amid wider UK-EU negotiations.

He stressed that decisions about the UK's pet travel status should be based solely on the epidemiological situation and should not be allowed to become hamstrung by political issues.

'Any decisions regarding Brexit and future pet travel should be based on epidemiology and welfare and not on political horse trading in December,' Wright warned.

BVA president Daniella Dos Santos said that if owners wanted to take their pets abroad after the end of the transition period, they needed to start thinking about it now.

She added: 'If we end up being an unlisted country, cats, dogs and ferrets need to have a rabies vaccine. We then need to wait 30 days and take a blood test, then, provided the test comes back as a positive titre result, you have to wait three months from the date of sampling to be able to travel freely.

'In all, that's a four-month leeway period.'

Luke Petherbridge, head of public affairs at the Association of British Travel Agents (ABTA), said pet travel was 'one of the issues that people really care about, especially considering that the end of the transition period will coincide with travel plans for Christmas and the new year'.

He added: 'ABTA urges the government to provide clarity on post-Brexit travel rules for pets to give people adequate time to prepare. Given the EU's four-month rule for unlisted countries, which could apply to the UK post-transition, time is fast running out.'

Defra did not provide any further comment other than confirming it had applied for Part 1 listed country status under the Pet Travel Scheme.

Further information on the possible outcomes of its application is available at [www.gov.uk/guidance/pet-travel-to-europe-after-brexit](www.gov.uk/guidance/pet-travel-to-europe-after-brexit) ●
